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CHENNAI FLOOD RELIEF ACTIVITIES 2023
AROHA STUDENTS FORUM

Date: 23 December, 2023.
Time: 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM.

Venue: Perumbakkam.

Proceedings:

In response to the devastating impact of Cyclone Michaung on Chennai and its suburban areas,
particularly in Perumbakkam, the Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment) program

initiated a comprehensive flood relief intervention for persons with disabilities.

Background of Cyclone Michaung:

Cyclone Michaung wreaked havoc in Chennai, causing widespread flooding, claiming lives, and
displacing thousands. Perumbakkam, being a marshland, faced severe challenges in managing
the excess rainwater, resulting in extensive damage and affecting over 25,000 people. Persons
with disabilities in the region were disproportionately impacted due to socio-economic

disparities, leading to profound consequences and systematic neglect.

Objective:

Recognizing the specific vulnerabilities faced by persons with disabilities, the Master of Social
Work (Disability & Empowerment) program aimed to address the immediate needs of 450

individuals in Perumbakkam through a targeted flood relief intervention.



Intervention:

e Collaborated with local authorities and community leaders to identify persons with
disabilities in the affected areas.

e Procured and assembled essential relief materials, including food supplies, clean water,
hygiene Kits, blankets, and medical supplies.

e Worked closely with local disability organizations to address specific accessibility
requirements of recipients.

e Established partnerships with local NGOs, government agencies, and community-based

organizations to enhance the reach and impact of the relief efforts.

Outcome:

The flood relief intervention by the Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment)
program successfully provided essential support to 450 persons with disabilities in
Perumbakkam. The timely distribution of relief materials, coupled with a commitment to
accessibility and inclusivity, aimed to mitigate the immediate impact of the disaster and pave the

way for long-term recovery.

The flood relief fund provided by the Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment)

alleviated the suffering of persons with disabilities in Perumbakkam.
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Madras School of Social Work

An Autonomous Institution Accredited by NAAC with “A+” Grade

Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment) Program
Proposal for Chennai floods Relief Activities 2023

About the College:

Madras School of Social Work, established in 1952, located in Chennai, South India, is an
Autonomous Institution, NAAC “A+” accredited and affiliated to University of Madras. Madras
School of Social Work was founded by Mary Clubwala Jadhav under the auspices of Madras
State Branch of the Indian Conference of Social Work (renamed the Indian Council of Social
Welfare) and the Guild of Service (central). The school is run under the aegis of the Society for
Social Education and Research (SSER). Madras School of Social Work is a member of the
Association of Schools of Social Work in India and the Asia — Pacific Association of Social
Work Education. The School is also affiliated to the International Association of Schools of
Social Work. The School is rated 3rd best Social Work College in India and First in South India.

About The Department:

The Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment) Department was started in 2021 at
Madras School of Social Work. This department’s goal is to empower students to work for the
psycho-social rehabilitation of Persons with Disability through a rights based approach. The
programme provides two-years of strong theoretical foundation coupled with intense field work
training that will help the students to understand the various challenges, design interventions and
ensure better quality of life for the target population. The programme provides opportunities for
both personal and professional development of students, thereby transforming them into
passionate leaders who can bring about sustainable impact in the disability sector. Master’s in
Social Work (Disability & Empowerment) is a unique specialization in the country offered at
MSSW.

About the Michaung Cyclone:
Cyclone Michaung flooded Chennai and its suburban areas, claiming 24 lives, inundating several
lakh houses, disrupting power and telecommunication services, and halting air, rail, and road

transport from the 4™ to the 6™ of December 2023, causing extensive damage to public and



private property. One of the worst affected places was Perumbakkam, since it is a marshland,
there was no way for the rainwater to drain, affecting more than 25,000 people.

Persons with disability are disproportionately impacted by floods in Perumbakkam because
of socio-economic disparities. Due to this, persons with disabilities experienced profound impact
and systematic neglect, which led to a lack of access to the basic needs to recover from this

calamity.
Planned Intervention for Persons with Disabilities:

We as a Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment) program have heard concerns that
Persons with disability are being overlooked or left behind during this flood. As part of the flood
intervention, the MSW (D&E) program coming forward to provide flood relief materials for 450
persons with disabilities in Perumbakkam.

We request you to donate in cash or a kind for providing the following flood relief materials;

S. Name of the Items No. of. Unit Cost Cost of the
No Units ((Rs.) Items (Rs)
Rice -5Kg 450 285 1, 28, 250
1.
2. | Oil -1 Litre 450 120 54, 000
3. | Sugar- | kg 450 41 18, 450
4. | Wheat Flour- | kg 450 67 30, 150
Blankets-2 450 300 1,35,000
Plastic Mats -2 450 180 81,000
Mosquito coil-2 450 60 27,000
Sanitary napkins 450 50 22,500
Total 5, 16, 600/ *

This help would enhance the persons with disabilities to meet their felt needs.
*The cost of relief material for a family is Rs 1148/-

For Further contribution in cash/Kind Contact;

Mr. Jasper D,
Assistant Professor in MSW(D&E)

Contact; 96000 64634/ mail; jasper@mssw.in

Mr. P. Jesuin John Bose
Program Head, MSW (D&E)


mailto:jasper@mssw.in
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MADRAS SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

EGMORE, CHENNAI

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK (DISABILITY &
EMPOWERMENT)

The Master of Social Work (Disability & Empowerment) Program of the Madras School of
Social Work, Egmore having heard of the plight of Persons with Disabilities in the
Perumbakkam Resettlement Location site in the aftermath of the Michaung Cyclone in
December 2023, organised a flood relief distribution on 22nd December 2023. MSSW contacted
Samarpana, an NGO working for the intellectually disabled and spastic inmates situated at
Vinayagapuram and mobilized flood relief materials worth Rs. 5,00,000/-. The materials were
distributed in collaboration with Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board and December 3
Movement. Educational materials for children, dry rations and sanitary products that were

distributed benefitted around 450 families of Persons with Disabilities at Prumbakkam.
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Press Release - Youtube Link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=1n4s CD IWLcPWFR&v= TOmvBaER
TA&feature=youtu.be
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