MADRAS SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
PDEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCE AND ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
BATCH 2022-2024

STUDENT SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Volunteering is a powerful force that binds communities together, fostering a sense of unity and
compassion. Here, we delve into the world of volunteerism with the second-year students of the PG
Department of Human Resources and organizational development. Batches of students went to AIWC
School, Chintadripet to teach spoken and written English and Tamil for the classes Six (VI) to Nine
(1X). This Student Social Responsibility (SSR) made a profound impact on the lives that served and
to those whom we have served.

A professor from the Department of Psychology conducted research on the education and
comprehension level of students in government schools in Chennai. The results proved that the middle
school children were far below their level in both English and Tamil, which hindered their further
development and understanding of multiple subjects. She approached Ms. Sivaranjani, Associate
Professor and SSR co-ordinator of HR&OD.

Week 1 —Batch 1 (July 10 — July 15)

The first batch consist of the first fifteen students as per Registration number (01-16), they reported on
10th July 2023 at the school, and they met Ms. Merline the Headmaster of the school. She briefed us
on the plight and strength of the students, the students divided themselves into groups of three to four
and went to each class.

The students were assessed on what level they were and basic introduction and group allotment was
done. The students had a long two-year gap during the pandemic that basically stopped any studying
altogether, class VII, and VII1 were the most affected and the rest had reasonably written and spoken
in both English and Tamil for their classes, of course, there are outliers in every class.

For students of classes VI and VII the basic letters and small easy words were taught in both English
and Tamil. For students of class V11, they were taught phonics of each letter as the students were
reading the letters of a text as it is rather than in pronunciation. With examples with students'
involvement. Class IX were honing their reading skills.

The volunteers of that class divided the class into groups of 3 each and gave personal attention. The
groups were formed even in other classes but relatively, the class IX students were well-developed,
and manageable in a consistent way. In the other classes, the volunteers faced many students with
difficulties.

During the Kamarajar’s Day celebration practice many students were absent and only a few were
present, so we gathered all students into one room which consists of three standards and all HROD
students gave individual attention to students. The sessions were handled in a fun way for the kids to
be interactive.

The whole week went for the students by giving them reading and writing practices.



Week 2 — Batch 2 (July 17 — July 21)

Based on the previous batch’s experience and the suggestions the batch two started their work
accordingly. The batch also asked the feedback on the previous week’s work from the school faculties.
So, the batch started with the same basics, reiterating basic pronunciation.

The batch found that the students are restraining themselves from speaking in front of a group. So, the
batch conducted a public speaking session and trained the students accordingly starting with giving
them a training on how to introduce themselves and building a conversation with others. The batch
also gave an insightful thought on impact of education and why it is necessary.

The batch continued to work on giving them a reading and writing practice every day and during the
end of the day the students were asked to take up a test to measure their understanding and to track
their progress on the training.

Then we winded up giving
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every student a chocolate, then a group picture along with the staff.
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Week 3 — Batch 3 (Aug 9 — Aug 15)

The third batch visited the Guild of Service and the Principal asked the batch to improve the students
on their learning and public speaking skills. The group divided themselves in a way that they can
cover the students of classes Six (VI) to Nine (1X). The group focused on teaching the students in
improving their Grammer, VVocabulary and Comprehension skills.

The group also focused individual training for the students in need and group trainings were giving to
them as well. They were also giving the students training on public speaking and interpersonal skills.

Along with it a part of the batch gave training on the cultural activities as the Independence Day
celebration were nearing to the students. The batch trained the students in performing dance and songs
as well.

The overall SSR activity mainly focused on improving the student’s ability to read, write and speak.
The students of HROD came together, took up this initiative and happy to be a part of educating and
upskilling the students of Class Six to Nine.
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