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Introduction:

As part of their fieldwork training, the Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) students from Madras
School of Social Work conducted a series of extension activities at Santhosh Nagar
Settlement, Egmore, in collaboration with Candles NGO. The initiative aimed to enhance
educational opportunities for children and provide skill development for homemakers

Objectives
To support children’s education through an after-school tuition program. To empower

homemakers by teaching them paper bag making for economic self-sufficiency.

Activities Conducted

1. After-School Tuition Program

The BSW trainees organized an after-school tuition program for children in Santhosh Nagar.
The program focused on helping students with their academic subjects, improving their
reading and writing skills, and developing their interest in learning. The sessions were
interactive, incorporating storytelling, games, and creative exercises to make learning
engaging and enjoyable.

2. Paper Bag Making Workshop for Homemakers

A skill development session was conducted for homemakers, where they were trained in
making eco-friendly paper bags. This initiative aimed to provide them with an additional
source of income while also promoting sustainable practices in the community. The trainees
demonstrated different techniques for crafting durable paper bags, and participants actively
engaged in hands-on practice

Impact and Feedback

The extension activities received positive feedback from the community members. Children
showed improved interest in learning and homemakers appreciated the skill-building training
sessions . The president of the community Ms. Sumathi and the whole community is happy
with the positive reach of all the activities that was undertaken by the students in the
community and the vounteers were suggested to come up with such initiatives in the future

for the betterment of the community .



Conclusion

The extension activities at Santhosh Nagar Settlement successfully met their objectives,
providing educational and skill-based support to the community. The initiative reinforced the
role of social work trainees in grassroots development and highlighted the impact of
collaborative community engagement. Moving forward, periodic follow-up programs and
sustainable initiatives can be introduced to ensure long-term benefits for the residents.The
community people expressed gratitude to the volunteers of the candles who conducted this
event successfully which made the children of the santhosh nagar settlement get distracted

for a while from the mobile addiction which in turn also helped to analyse the cognitive
development of the children as well as these activities paved a path for a better mental health
for the children . The parents of the children and the president Ms. Sumathi were happy about
the outcomes of the programs that are being carried out by the students in the community .

Annexure :

The after school tuition program

Paper bag making skill training development program to the homemakers of the
Santhosh Nagar settlement
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