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INTRODUCTION 

The collaboration between the Madras School of Social Work (MSSW) and the Guild of 

Service (GOS) continued successfully for the academic year 2024-2025, marked by the joint 

efforts of first-year MSW (Aided) student volunteers. This collaboration aimed at providing 

free academic support, extracurricular engagement, and personal development opportunities 

for children from economically disadvantaged backgrounds in and around the Mangalapuram 

area. 

 

This year's program was led by Dr. J. Lakshmi, Associate Professor, PG Department of Social 

Work. The program operated as an extension activity of MSSW, designed to benefit students 

attending the GOS study center. With regular classes held from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, the 

program focused on holistic student development through academic instruction, life skills 

training, and extracurricular activities including dance and arts. 

 

To further encourage students, the program provided nutritious snacks five days a week, with 

options like health drinks, biscuits, and various legumes such as chickpeas and channa dhal, 

ensuring the children received nourishment while attending tuition classes. 

 

This year, the program expanded its engagement activities with a variety of new initiatives, 

including a drawing competition, motivational speeches delivered by Ms. Maheshwari, 

Inspector of Police and Dr. K. S. Ramesh, Director of Education, Banyan, Medical Camps and 

an excursion to Guindy National Park. 
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MEETINGS HELD AT GOS 
 

Several meetings were held between the MSSW volunteers and the GOS management to 

address the ongoing needs of the students and plan for upcoming events. These meetings 

provided opportunities to review the progress of the study center, brainstorm solutions to 

challenges, and finalize details for scheduled activities. 

 

In the initial meeting, the team discussed strategies for increasing student attendance at the 

study center. Attendance had seen a drop due to various reasons, including the availability of 

other tuition centers in the neighborhood. It was suggested that volunteers should focus more 

on creating a rapport with both students and their families through home visits and personal 

counseling. The second meeting focused on preparing for the drawing competition and 

finalizing logistical details. It was suggested that the volunteers work closely with the children 

to encourage participation, as many of them were hesitant to showcase their artistic talents. 

The final meeting revolved around the organization of the motivational talk and the excursion. 

The volunteers were recommended to ensure smooth coordination of event management. 
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ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2024-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sl. 

No. 
Name of the Event Date Resource Person 

1. 

Eighth Annual Day at 

Guild of Service Study 

Centre 

16.07.2024 
S. Karuppusamy, the Deputy Director of 

ESIC Medical College and Hospital 

2. 
Distribution of 

Raincoats 
20.08.2024 - 

3. Motivational Session - I 23.08.2024 Ms. Maheshwari, 

Inspector of Police 

4. 
Ayudha Pooja 

Celebrations 
18.10.2024 Mr. Jayachandran 

5. Eye Camp 25.10.2024 
In collaboration with Dr. Agarwal’s Eye 

Hospital 

6. Motivational Session - II 18.02.2025 
Dr. K. S. Ramesh, Director of 

Education, BALM 

7. 
Excursion to Guindy 

National Park 
01.03.2025 - 

8. General Medical Camp 05.03.2025 In collaboration with Kauvery Hospital 

9. 

Survey on Skill 
Development Program 

in Mangalapuram 
 

- - 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL DAY AT GUILD OF SERVICE STUDY CENTRE 

 

The 8th Annual Day of GOS- Study Centre, organised by the Department of Social Work 

(Aided) of the Madras School of Social Work, took place on Tuesday, 16th July 2024, from 

4:30 PM to 6:00 PM. The event was held on the first floor of the GOS Aachen House, Egmore 

Campus. The dignitaries for the programme was Mrs. Himani Datar, Secretary of GOS, Mrs. 

Uma, Head Mistress of GOS School, Dr. J. Lakshmi, Assisstant Professor at MSSW. We were 

honoured to have S. Karuppusamy, the Deputy Director of ESIC Medical College and Hospital, 

KK Nagar, Chennai, as the esteemed chief guest for this event. His presence added prestige to 

the celebration and provided invaluable insights to the school students.  

 

Program Schedule 

The event commenced with a warm welcome address by Ms. Tanushree Pooja (Student 

Volunteer), setting a positive tone for the evening. This was followed by the presidential 

address by Mrs. Himani Datar, Secretary of the Guild of Service. She addressed the successful 

functioning of this extension programme with MSSW that benefits adolescent girls. Chief 

guest, S. Karuppusamy, was welcomed by Ms. Ramya Sree (Student Volunteer). He delivered 

the chief guest address, sharing his experiences and motivating the students regarding the career 

path to set, power of aiming high and to work for the bright future by sharing short stories. He 

also spoke about Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory and how it has a role in an individual's 

aim to set a goal. The chief guest was felicitated by Mrs. Himani Datar with a Memento and a 

gift.  

 

The much-awaited event of the day was cultural. A series of cultural performances showcased 

the talents of students and celebrated the rich cultural heritage of our community by performing 

dance, singing and elocution by the students. Showcasing the talents encouraged and motivated 

other fellow students as well.  

 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms. Janani KST (Student Volunteer), expressing 

gratitude to all attendees and chief guest for their support throughout this programme.  
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DISTRIBUTION OF RAINCOATS 

This report outlines the provision of raincoats for the Guild of Service Training Unit, organized 

by the Madras School of Social Work (MSSW) on 20.08.2024. The objective of this initiative 

is to ensure that members of the Guild of Service Tailoring Unit are equipped with adequate 

rain protection during outdoor activities. The event began with a welcome address by the 

faculty in charge of the extension program, Dr. J. Lakshmi, Assistant professor PG Department 

of Social Work (Aided). Around 60 raincoats were provided for all the women of Guild of 

service, tailoring unit. The distribution of raincoats was conducted by Dr. J. Lakshmi, Faculty 

incharge, MSSW and Mrs. Uma Venkit, in charge of Guild of service. The raincoats were 

handed out individually to every woman. The student volunteers, Mr. Josewin, Mr. Ejaz ahmed. 

Mr. Raghul and Ms. Justina took part in the distribution. The importance of supporting the 

women in their empowerment was emphasized. Providing raincoats to the Guild of Service 

Training Unit is a proactive measure to enhance the effectiveness and comfort of the 

participants during their activities. This initiative aligns with MSSW’s commitment to 

supporting practical training and ensuring the well-being of its members. 
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 Dr. J. Lakshmi addressing the partcipants of the event 

 

                                         
Guild of Service – Tailoring Unit                                               Ms. Uma distributing the Raincoats to the women 

 

 
Dr. J. Lakshmi distributing the Raincoats  

       

  



10 
 

MOTIVATIONAL SESSION  - I 
 

On August 23, 2024, Study Center of the Guild of Service organised a program which aimed 

at motivating and inspiring the students at the center, and was supported by the participation 

of the student volunteers from the MSW (aided) department, who played a significant role in 

organizing the event. 

 

The highlight of the day was a motivational speech delivered by the esteemed guest speaker, 

Mrs. Maheshwari, Inspector of Police. Mrs. Maheshwari shared her personal journey and 

experiences, emphasizing the value of perseverance, dedication, and hard work. She narrated 

the challenges she faced in her life and how she overcame them to achieve her goals. Her 

inspiring story left a strong impact on the young audience, motivating them to believe in 

themselves and pursue their dreams despite any obstacles they may encounter. The students 

were encouraged to stay focused on their education and to aim high in their future endeavors. 

 

In addition to the motivational session, the study center extended its support by distributing 

essential items to the students at the study center. Shoes, bags, and notebooks were provided 

to the students, addressing some of their immediate needs and further encouraging them in 

their educational journey. The distribution of these items was warmly received, and it brought 

smiles to the faces of the young students, adding a sense of joy and hope to the occasion. 

 

The event concluded with an interactive session, where the students had the opportunity to ask 

questions and engage with Mrs. Maheshwari. This provided them with further encouragement 

and practical advice on facing life’s challenges with courage and optimism. 

 

Overall, the extension activity was a great success, fulfilling its objectives of motivation, 

support, and community engagement. 
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AYUDHA POOJA CELEBRATIONS  

AT GUILD OF SERVICE STUDY CENTER 

 

The Ayudha Pooja celebration was held on 18th October, 2024 at Guild of Service Study Centre 

from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Mr. R. Jayachandran, Chief Guest, Mrs. Himani Datar, Honourable 

Secretary of GoS-MCJ Central, Mrs. Uma Muralidharan, Honourable Secretary, GoS-MCJ 

Girls School, Mrs. Vasantha Malaippan, Honourable Secretary, GoS-General Carriappa Higher 

Secondary School, Dr. J. Lakshmi, Associate Professor, MSSW, Mrs. Anuradha, Head 

Mistress of MCJ Girls School along with the students of the study centre and the volunteers of 

MSSW attended the event. 

AGENDA 

 Welcome Address 

 Presidential Address 

 Chief Guest Address 

 Felicitation 

 Cultural 

 Vote of Thanks 

PROCEEDINGS  

The Celebration started with a Welcome Address by Ms. M. Nithiya Sree, MSSW Student 

Volunteer. The Presidential Address was given by Mrs. Himani Datar who talked about the 

importance of education for girl children. Following this, Mr. Jayachandran addressed the 

students present. He started off by interacting with the students about their aims and briefing 

about different fields of education like Medicine, Engineering and Economics. He also 

explained how these fields can contribute to the society by citing real life examples. Then he 

also told the inspiring life stories of Mary Clubwala Jadav and Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy which 

emphasizes the importance of Girl Children education and having passion and vision to serve 

the society. He finally concluded his speech by urging the students to develop and inculcate 

the habit of questioning in their day-to-day life. After which the Chief Guest was felicitated 

with memento.  
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       Mrs.Himani Datar addressing the students                     Mr. R. Jayachandran addressing the students 

Soon after, Mr. R. Jayachandran distributed prizes to the winners of the art competitions held 

on the dates 8th, 9th and 10th of October began. Colouring competition was held on 8th October 

for the students of 1st to 3rd standard while Drawing Competition was held on 9th and 10th 

October for the students of 4th to 9th Standard.  

Date of the 

competition 
Standards First Prize Second Prize 

08.10.2024 I to III R. Mathivathani - 

09.10.2024 IV to VI C. Rathi S. Pirainila 

10. 10. 2024 VII to IX S. Angel Hepsiba R. Prashanthini 

 

 

Mr. R. Jayachandran distributing prizes to the winners 

Once the prizes were distributed, Cultural events started where students of various standards 

sang songs and performed Bharathanatyam.  
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Students performing Cultural activities 

Finally, the session ended with a Vote of thanks delivered by Ms. Lakshmi Prabha, MSSW 

Student Volunteer.  

And On behalf of the Madras School of Social Work Raincoats were distributed to all the 

students of the study centre. 

 

  Dr. J. Lakshmi distributing Raincoats to the students         MSSW student volunteer distributing raincoats 

 

Group Photo of the students with the guests and volunteers 
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EYE CAMP IN COLLABORATION WITH  

DR. AGARWAL'S EYE HOSPITAL 

 

Guild of Service Study Centre, in collaboration with Madras School of Social Work 

Department of Social Work (aided) and Dr Agarwal’s Eye Hospital, conducted a free eye camp 

on 25th October 2024 at GOS-Mary Club Wala Jadhav Girls Higher Secondary School from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

The eye camp covered a count of 204 community people and GOS-marry club wala jadhav 

girls higher secondary school students the eye camp felicitation of Agarwal’s Eye Hospital 

optometrists and counselors  

 

LIST OF AGARWALS EYE HOSPITAL OPTOMETRISTS: 

1. Mr. V. Prathap (senior optometrist) 

2. Ms. A Sarmila (senior optometrist) 

3. Ms. S. Jenifer (optometrist) 

4. Ms. E. Kavitha (optometrist’s and Counsellor)  

 

ABOUT THE EYE CAMP: 

The optometrists identify the possibilities of refractive errors, such as myopia, hyperopia, 

ptosis, squint, and any other vision-related issues of the candidate, and advise based on their 

vision issues. 

The eye camp was conducted to provide free service and eye checkups for the people of the 

poverty line community. The participants of the eye camp were provided with free family 

coupons for eye checkups and discounts for the spectacles. The free eye camp was a great 

success, offering essential eye care to needy people. Patients appreciated the professionalism 

and friendliness of the staff, as well as the thoroughness of the eye exams and clear explanations 

of diagnoses and treatment options. Many felt the camp was a valuable initiative, especially for 

those who lacked access to regular eye care. 
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MOTIVATIONAL SESSION – II  

 

TIME:  4:30 P.M – 5:30 P.M 

DATE:   18TH February 2025 

VENUE:  Guild of Service. 

The motivational session was held on 18th February, 20254 at Guild of Service Study Centre 

from 4:30 P.M to 5:30 P.M. Dr Ramesh K.S, Speaker of the session, Mrs Himani Datar, 

Honorable Secretary of GoS-MCJ Central, Mrs. Uma Muralidharan, Honourable Secretary, 

GoS MCJ Girls School, Dr J Lakshmi, Associate Professor, MSSW, along with the students of 

the study centre and the volunteers of MSSW attended the event.  

 

AGENDA 

• Tamizh thai vaazhthu 

• Welcome address 

• Introducing the chief guest 

• Key address by the chief guest 

• Felicitation by Mrs Himani Datar, Honourable Secretary  

• Uniform distribution 

• Vote of thanks 

• National anthem 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

A motivational session was organized by the Guild of Service, aiming to inspire and empower 

students. The event commenced with the traditional Tamil Tai Vaazhthu, setting the tone for a 

patriotic and uplifting afternoon. Ms. Suvedhaa, a student volunteer, skilfully emceed the 

program. Ms. Portrisai, another student volunteer, delivered a warm welcome address, 

introducing the esteemed guests and outlining the program’s objectives. The chief guest was 

then introduced by Ms. Nandhini, a student volunteer, who presented a brief profile 

highlighting their achievements and contributions to the community. The chief guest took the 
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stage, sharing their life experiences and emphasizing the importance of sponsorship for 

underprivileged students and the significance of education. The audience was captivated by 

their inspiring story. Ms. Himani Datar, Secretary of the Guild of Service, felicitated the chief 

guest and addressed the gathering, sharing her thoughts on the session. Uniforms were 

distributed to 36 students, a gesture of kindness and support that was met with gratitude. 

Students also showcased their talents through group songs and speeches, sharing their 

experiences with the Guild of Service. 

The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms. Deepika, followed by the national anthem. 

The motivational session was a resounding success, inspiring students and attendees alike. The 

Guild of Service deserves appreciation for organizing this wonderful program, which will 

undoubtedly have a lasting impact on the students. 

 

Dr Ramesh R S distributing uniform to the students 

 

                                           Students performing literary events 

 



19 
 

EXCURSION ACTIVITY AT GUINDY PARK 

 

Event: Excursion to Guindy Park 

Organized by: Guild of Service Study Centre 

Date of Activity: 01.03.2025 

Location: Guindy Park, Chennai 

Participants: Students from 1st Standard to 9th Standard of Mary Club Wala Jadhav School 

(Guild of service study centre) 

Accompanying Faculty: 2 Teachers from the Guild of Service Study Centre 

Volunteers: 7 Volunteers from Madras School of Social Work (PG Department MSW Aided) 

TIMING 

Departure from Study Centre: 9:00 AM 

Return to Study Centre: 4:00 PM 

Lunch Break: 1:30 PM 

PROCEEDINGS 

The students were gathered at the Guild of Service Study Centre in the morning at 9:00 AM, 

ready for an exciting day ahead. They were accompanied by 2 teachers from the study centre 

and 7 volunteers from the Madras School of Social Work, PG Department (MSW Aided). The 

group then boarded the transport to Guindy Park. Upon arrival, the students explored the 

various sections of Guindy Park, including the zoological section, children’s park, and the 

natural habitats of various local wildlife. Educational talks and interactive sessions were 

conducted by the teachers and volunteers to help students understand the significance of the 

park and its role in the ecosystem. At 1:30 PM, the group paused for lunch, which was 

organized in a designated area within the park. In the afternoon, the students were guided 

through a walk within the park, where they observed different species of animals, birds, and 

trees. The teachers and volunteers facilitated discussions on the importance of wildlife 

conservation and the various species found in the park. At around 4:00 PM, the group returned 

to the study centre.  
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The excursion to Guindy Park was a successful and enriching experience for the students of 

Mary Club Wala Jadhav School. It provided them with an opportunity to learn about the natural 

world and habitat of different species. The support of the Guild of Service Study Centre and 

volunteers from Madras School of Social Work was instrumental to the students in making the 

trip educational, enjoyable, and well-organized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21 
 

GENERAL MEDICAL CAMP 

 

Organized by: Guild of Service Study Centre & Madras School of Social Work (Aided) 

In Collaboration with: Kauvery Hospital 

Date: 05.03.2025 (Wednesday) 

Time: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Venue: 18, CASA Major Road, Egmore, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600008 

 

Identification of the Community 

The medical camp was conducted for the students of Mary Clubwala Jadhav School, Egmore, 

which is a part of the Guild of Service. The school caters to underprivileged children, providing 

them with education and support. 

 

Need Identification 

Many students in the school come from economically weaker backgrounds and have limited 

access to healthcare facilities. Regular health checkups and nutritional support are essential for 

their well-being. The camp aimed to provide general medical care and distribute multivitamin 

syrups to students in need. 

 

Objective of Planning the Programme 

• To offer basic health checkups to students. 

• To provide nutritional supplements (multivitamin syrups) to students in need. 

• To identify any health concerns and refer students for further medical care if required. 

• To create awareness about general health and hygiene. 
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Process of Organizing the Community 

Dr. Lakshmi, Assistant Professor at Madras School of Social Work and Mrs. Uma Maheswari 

(Executive officer), took the initiative to organize the camp. Dr. Lakshmi collaborated with 

Ms. Swetha (CSR Executive) from Kauvery Hospital, who helped arrange the required medical 

resources 

The school administration and teachers were informed about the camp to encourage maximum 

participation. 

 

Identification of Resource Persons 

The following medical professionals and executives participated in the camp: 

Doctors & Medical Professionals 

1. Dr. Rithish – Doctor 

2. Ms. Bhavani – Staff Nurse 

3. Mr. Mahesh – Staff Nurse 

4. Ms. Shalini – Staff Nurse 

Hospital Representatives & Coordinators 

5. Mr. Sadhasivam – Executive 

6. Ms. Swetha – CSR Executive 

 

Programme Details 

The camp witnessed the participation of 155 individuals, including 140 students and 15 non-

teaching staff. The students underwent basic medical examinations, received guidance on 

maintaining hygiene, and those requiring additional support were given nutritional 

supplements. 

 

Programme Content 

The initiative proved to be highly beneficial, as it helped identify minor health concerns among 

students and reinforced the importance of regular health checkups. The camp also served as an 
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awareness platform, educating students about personal hygiene and preventive healthcare. This 

experience emphasized the importance of collaborative efforts between social workers, medical 

professionals, and educational institutions in fostering community well-being. 

 

Outcomes of the Medical Camp 

• 140 students received medical checkups 

• Early identification of minor health concerns among students. 

• Awareness about basic hygiene and healthcare was enhanced. 

• Distribution of multivitamin supplements to students who needed them. 
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SURVEY ON SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

IN MANGALAPURAM 

 

DEMOGRAPHY PROFILE 

Mangalapuram is a locality situated within the Chetpet area of Chennai, Tamil Nadu. This 

mangalapuram area falls under the Egmore Assembly Constituency. Totally this area spreads 

into 18 streets. Overall Mangalapuram is a densely populated area with a diverse and 

cosmopolitan community, benefiting from good connectivity and access to various amenities 

within Chennai. 

RATIONALE OF THE STUDY: 

Skill development plays a crucial role in enhancing employability and economic growth, 

especially in communities striving for better livelihood opportunities. In this context, Guild of 

Service, a Non- Governmental Organisation working at the grass root level of interest has 

initiated a survey in Mangalapuram to understand the level of interest among residents in 

participating in a skill development program. 

This survey aims to assess the demand for skill training, identify the types of skills preferred 

by the community and recognize potential barriers to participation. The findings will provide 

valuable insights for designing an effective and inclusive skill development program that aligns 

with the needs and aspiration of the people. 

By bridging the gap between skill training and employment opportunities, this initiative seeks 

to empower individuals, improve their economic conditions and contribute to overall 

community development. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY 

 To identify the percentage of people interested in skill development opportunities. 

 To understand the preferred types of skills or vocational training among the 

respondents. 

  To recognize barriers that may prevent participation, such as lack of awareness, 

accessibility or financial constraints. 
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The data are collected through Survey method and the tool used here is Interview Schedule 

which consists of 15 questions which includes basic demographic details and list of skill 

development programmes. 

 

MAJOR FINDINGS 

1. The largest age group among respondents is 18-30 years (28.7%). 

2. Most respondents are female (82.6%). 

3. The most common family size among respondents is 4 members (43.5%). 

4. The most common number of family members between the age category 18 to 50 is 

33.9% 

5. The majority of respondents have undergraduate qualifications (30.4%). 

6. Tamil is the most commonly known language (99.1%) among respondents. 

7. The majority (63.1%) of respondents have at least one unemployed family 

member, indicating that a significant number of households experience 

unemployment- related challenges. 

8. 8. A majority (67.8%) of respondents earn more than ₹20,000 per month, indicating 

that most households in this sample fall into the higher income category. 

9. A majority (63.3%) of respondents are interested in skill training programs, 

highlighting a strong demand for skill development opportunities. 

10. Tailoring & Embroidery (42.1%) is the most preferred skill development program 

among respondents. 

11. A majority (76.3%) of respondents prefer Tamil as the medium of instruction, 

indicating a strong preference for learning in the regional language 

12. A significant majority (86.5%) of respondents are available for classes throughout the 

week, suggesting high commitment and availability among students. 

13. Most of the respondents (77.6%) prefer evening classes over daytime sessions.
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CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the extension activities for the academic year 2024-2025 were a resounding 

success. The collaboration between the Guild of Service and the Madras School of Social 

Work continues to provide meaningful support to students from underprivileged backgrounds. 

Through consistent efforts in education, extracurricular activities, and community 

engagement, the program has fostered significant growth in the study center students. The 

student volunteers demonstrated exceptional commitment and leadership, overcoming 

challenges to deliver impactful programs. The experiences gained during this year will not 

only benefit the study center students but also prepare the volunteers for future professional 

endeavors in social work. Looking ahead, the program is poised for further growth and success. 

With continued support from MSSW, GOS and the broader community, the study center will 

remain a beacon of hope and development for the students of Mangalapuram. 

 


