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The Department of French, Madras School of Social Work, successfully conducted a one-day 

workshop titled “From India to France: Building Your Academic Journey” on 16th July 2025 

at the Tag Auditorium. The aim of the event was to provide prospective students comprehensive 

information about studying in France, including everything from the admissions and scholarships 

to student life, job prospects, and a lot more. 

The student emcee, Ms. Durga, greeted everyone warmly as the workshop commenced promptly 

at 9:00 AM. Students were asked to raise for the Tamil Patriotic song followed by the College 

Song. A vibrant welcome dance to prominent French songs was performed for the audience, 

instantly fascinating everyone in the spirit of the occasion. Mr. Joel then gave a special musical 

performance, captivating the audience with his guitar.  

The French Club President, Ms. Dharshitha, was invited by Ms. Durga to take over the podium 

following the cultural part. Dharshitha greeted the resource person, Mr. Ajit Kumar, Manager, 

Campus France, and spoke of him and his work. She focused the necessity of Mr. Ajit Kumar's 

assistance in letting Indian students enter French academia at ease. Ajit Kumar, after the 

introduction, delivered a thought-provoking presentation. He stated the academic path "from India 

to France" in a clear and understandable manner. He talked about each crucial step of the 

procedure, from applying to French universities and adapting to French culture. 

And to avoid last-minute pressure, he suggested students aiming for the September intake to 

initiate their application process at least three months beforehand. He underlined that every step, 



from campus selection to visa approval. He assured the students that most of English-taught 

programs in France don't require the IELTS, GMAT, or DELF exams. He further explained the 

two-year post-study stay-back option which international students may take benefits of, which 

provides them an opportunity to start their own enterprises, search for a job, or even explore 

employment in nearby European nations like Sweden, Denmark, or Germany.  

His presentation covered the most beneficial section on the existence of French businesses in India, 

where youngsters could find a job soon after they returned. He referred to well-known French 

carmakers like Citroën and Renault in Chennai. Also, he mentioned the two known French banks, 

Societe Générale and BNP Paribas, both have branches in Chennai. For recent graduates with a 

French degree, such organizations offer ideal career opportunities.  Mr. Ajit Kumar likewise spoke 

about the benefit of learning French to those who prefer to live like locals or who intend to work 

part-time jobs. He strongly advised studying at least A1-level French beforehand regardless of the 

courses are given in English. 

Further, he clarified the five-year alumni visa, a unique policy that permits graduates to make visits 

to France more than once a year for tourism, business, or personal use. Those who could start a 

clinic or enterprises in France and prefer to maintain ties to their efforts will find this option 

beneficial. Regarding scholarships, he provided detail about different ways to fund readily 

available, a lot of which are made feasible by the French and Indian governments partnering with 

the companies like TATA. He stated learners can apply for numerous scholarships at once, which 

boosts their chances. 

The Charpak Master Scholarship, that provides scholars between ₹95,000 and ₹1,000,000 per 

month, was one of the scholarships that was discussed. The rent, food, or whatever else that student 

needs will be dealt with this money. Girls are encouraged to apply for women-only scholarships, 

he added, as they often face fewer rivals and have a greater probability of being selected. After the 

discussion, there was an enjoyable quiz focused on French culture and subjects covered in the 

session. Students engaged with enthusiasm and loved responding to questions, and this rendered 

the course's end fun and memorable. 

 

 



To celebrate office bearers and all its members, the French Club arranged a unique badge 

distribution ceremony. The celebration started when Mrs. Sushmitha, an Assistant professor of 

French, felicitated Mr. Ajit Kumar.  

The following were given badges: 

Dharshitha – President 

Urich Parker – President 

Harini – Secretary 

Charru Shri – Assistant Secretary 

Sanjana Chandrmohan  – Editor 

All members of the French Club received a badge as a gesture of a new initiative from the 

Department of French, and this seeks to formally acknowledge their participation and encourage 

greater involvement. A group photo which captured the club's spirit and unity. 

Urich Parker, President of the French Club, gave a vote of thanks to conclude the event. She 

expressed gratitude to Mr. Ajit Kumar for his time and advice and the enthusiastic audience.  Along 

with, Mr. Joshua, an MSSW (Batch of 2013) alumnus, for his contribution bring about the badge 

initiative. His support, which made it easier for club members to be acknowledged, was greatly 

appreciated. The workshop was extremely successful; it was informative, fascinating, and 

inspiring. Students got inspired and equipped them to feel at ease as they plan their academic 

careers in France. After the workshop, the feedbacks were collected from the students. 

 

 



                     

Ms. Durga , Emcee addresses the gathering                                                 Dignitaries on the dais 

                   

Students stood for the College song                                                         Welcome dance by the students 

                          

Music performance by Mr. Joel                                        Chief Guest Introduction by Ms. Dharshitha 

                          
            Workshop by Mr. Ajitkumar R on the topic “From India to France: Building Your Academic Journey” 



           

                                  Fun and engaging quiz session by Mr. Ajitkumar R 

 

                                    

 

 

                                   

                                                   Felicitation by Asst. Professor of French Mrs. S. Sushmitha 

                                Badges Distribution to Office Bearers of French Club by the Chief Guest 

           

       Ms. Dharshitha as The President            Ms. Urich Parker as The President                   Ms. Harini as The Secretary 

 

 

            Ms. Charru Shri as The Assistant Secretary                                     Ms. Sanjana Chandrmohan as The Editor 



 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Distribution of Badges to all the members as a New Initiative of the French Club 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Group Photo of all the French Club Members                             Vote of Thanks by Ms. Urich Parker 
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